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The President 

The President is the head of the State. The President supervises the overall 
functioning of all the political institutions in India, so that they operate in harmony to 
achieve the objectives of the State. 

Election of President 

The President is not elected directly by the people. A candidate standing for 
President’s post has to get a majority of votes from Members of Parliament (MPs) 
and the Members of the Legislative Assemblies (MLAs) to win the election. 

Powers of President 

1. All governmental activities take place in the name of the President. 
2. All laws and major policy decisions of the government are issued in 

the name of the President. 
3. All major appointments are made in the name of the President, which 

include the appointment of the Chief Justice of India, the Judges of 
the Supreme Court and the High Courts of the states, the Governors 
of the states, the Election Commissioners, Ambassadors to other 
countries, etc. 

4. All international treaties and agreements are made in the name of the 
President. 

5. The President is the supreme commander of the defence forces of 
India. 

The President exercises all these powers only on the advice of the Council of 
Ministers. The President can only appoint the Prime Minister by his/her own will 
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